
Season’s Greetings

The past year has been a time of growth for Big 
Friend Little Friend.  At this time last year, we set 
out to double the number of Little Friends 
matched with caring, responsible mentors. It is 
with great enthusiasm that we announce that we 
accomplished this goal and are currently serving 
sixty-six matches!  So far this fall, there have been 
twtwenty-three new matches in the school-based 
mentoring program and six new matches in the 
community-based mentoring program.

With every match, we celebrate the new 
opportunities and experiences that the Little 
Friend will get to experience alongside their 
mentor.  We also celebrate the commitment the 
mentor made to serving as a friend and role model 
for their Little Friend for the next year. Mentoring 
makes a positive difference on the life of the Little 
Friend and their Big FriendFriend and their Big Friend. We are humbled to 
support mentors as they help each Little Friend 
learn, grow, and have fun. 

The new year also brought the opportunity to 
host Memorial Weekend in Mitchell, an event that 
is new to our organization but has been a staple in 
the Mitchell community for many years. We look 
forward to hosting this family-friendly event again 
next year.  Save the date for May 28, 2022! 

Wishing you and yours a wonderful holiday season, 

The Big Friend Little FriendThe Big Friend Little Friend Team

Staff created take-home 
kits with crafts and recipes 
due to group activities 
being put on hold.

Our Winter Escape 
fundraiser was moved to 
an on-line event and raised 
over $29,000!

Over 200 cups 
of paint were 
prepared for 
activity kits this 
winter.

Hosted our first 
Memorial 
Weekend in 
Mitchell event, 
raising $12,000!

We held our 4th Annual 
Par 3 Golf Tournament 
and also announced the 
winners of $17,500 in 
raffle prize money.

Matches enjoyed an 
evening at Granite Springs 
Lodge swimming, kayaking, 
and roasting s’mores.

Pizza and 
bowling at the 
Village Bowl 
were highlights 
of this month!

Candy Cottage 
creating kicked 
off the holiday 
season for our 
Littles.

Forty-four youth joined us 
for “Exploring Archery” as 
part of our South Dakota 
Youth Hunting Adventures 
program.

This month found staff 
busy  matching 10 kids 
with a school-based 
mentor.

Kiwanis Club and Palace 
City Pedalers hosted our 
monthly activity at Kiwanis 
Woodlot Park.

We resumed in-person 
events with our Bigs and 
Littles and had a fun match 
activity at “That Place for 
Teens/Life Church”.
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SOUTH DAKOTA YOUTH HUNTING ADVENTURES

WINTER ESCAPE

32
COMMUNITY
BASED
MATCHES

25
SCHOOL
BASED
MATCHES

1
MENTOR
MOM
MATCH

5
SDYHA
MATCHES

Consider enrolling in our South Dakota Youth 
Hunting Adventures (SDYHA) program! We are 
currently seeking Big Friends who would like to 
share their passion and knowledge for the outdoors. 
Youth ages twelve to seventeen who would like to 
enjoy quality outdoor experiences are also 
encouraged to encouraged to apply. 

In all of our programs, the Big Friend and Little 
Friend decide what types of activities they would 
like to complete. For SDYHA matches, this could 
include going deer hunting in the winter, fishing 
during the summer, and target shooting in the fall. 

A match may also decide that they would like to 
focus on pheasant hunting only. Each Big Friend and 
Little Friend sets their mentoring goals and decides 
how much time they would like to spend participat-
ing in match outings. 

Wondering about land and supply logistics? Land 
is available in the Mitchell area for hunting. Rifles, 
bows, and fishing poles are also available for Big 
Friends to check out for their Little Friend to use 
during mentoring time. We also provide each Little 
Friend with the gear that they will need to go 
hunting/spend time outdoors. 

Give the gift of time
Six boys are waiting for a Big Friend in our community-based program.  Volunteer an hour a week 

to make a positive difference and bring new experiences to one of these boys.
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